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HGD-CAC Meeting Minutes for October 16, 2019 
 

 

Introductions 

Chair: Sarah Fincham, Chair, presiding and offered opening welcome. 

 

Present:  Ian Sullivan, Vice Chair; John Repsold, Past Chair; Alan Chatham, Secretary; Nikki 

Lockwood, Member-at-Large; Jessica Lucht, PPGWNI; Kirsten Duncan, SRHD; Glendie 

Loranger, Life Services of Spokane; Kristina Poffenroth, LCSNW;  Jason Soucinek, Project 

Six19; Heather Beebe-Stevens, Member-at-Large; Ashley Busch, Member-at-Large Alternate; 

Deana Brower, SPS Board of Directors; Heather Bybee, SPS Director of Secondary 

Curriculum; Stephanie Splater, Coordinator F&H; Tara Luedke, SPS Curriculum Secretary. 

 

Due to testing, no students attended this meeting. Students will be present in future 

scheduled meetings. 

 

1. Review Minutes 

Minutes from 6/15/19 HGD-CAC meeting reviewed. 

Motion: Glendie Loranger moves to approve the minutes as amended. 

Second: Heather Beebe-Stevens seconded motion. 

Discussion: Jason indicates that he voted no on the 8th grade curriculum. Correction:  

amend minutes to remove percentage reference 

Vote:  Twelve voting members present; Yes-9; No-0, Abstain-1 

Motion to approve 6/15/19 minutes passes.  

 

2. New Business 

Curriculum Adoption Update 

SPS Staff reviewed what has happened with the curriculum adoptions to date, and the 

goals for the current year. 

 

Membership Update 

New members for this year are:  
Laura Kolbe, not present 
Jessica Lucht, PPGWNI 
Ashley Busch, Alternate MAL 
One applicant for open alternate position, not a parent, committee would like to see 
additional applications 
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Proposed 6th Grade Curriculum 

Classroom Expectations (Day 1) 

Staff relays that the classroom expectations are the same we have used in other grade 

levels. 

Sarah Fincham notes that there are no standards listed in this lesson. Staff shares this 

lessons is really attached to all standards. Committee requests addition of list of 

standards to this lesson.  

 

Alan Chatham asks if anyone has tried activity 2. Staff shares that this content is unique 

in that we do not get to try out the material prior to adoption.  

Alan Chatham expressed uncertainty about the effectiveness of this activity. Staff shares 

that it is a classroom discussion and the teacher facilitates/guides the discussion. Alan 

states he sees the intention but questions the practice. Staff shared they chose the 

activity that will create a dialogue in the classroom.  

 

Heather Beebe-Stevens asks about whether boys & girls will be taught separately. Staff 

shares that the intent is for boys & girls to be taught together. 

 

Jessica Lucht likes the intention behind the lesson and agrees it can open up really go 

conversations. From an inclusivity point, adding a line asking regarding how someone 

who is gender non-conforming would feel about this. Teacher provided scaffolding before 

the activity may help this activity not be so binary.  

 

John Repsold asks about the pretests and what those look like.  

Staff shares that it looks like a rating scale - how much do you understand about a, b, 

and c.  

 

Glendie Loranger asks staff to share about the order of the lessons. Staff shares that 

starting with this lesson/activity will get kids into a comfortable place to have richer 

discussions as the lessons progress, rather than beginning with 

puberty/anatomy/pictures. 

 

Jason Soucinek likes the format of brining in the conversations but feels like there are 

dynamics in this conversation that students won’t understand. He doesn’t feel this will 

set the stage for why we are trying to do this and how it helps, giving an end goal.  

Sarah Fincham reminds that the learning standard is the end goal. 

Jason Soucinek expresses understanding but wants to see a teacher led learning, not 

student led. Would like to see additional information for the teacher so they have 

answers to questions that may arise during this conversation.  

 

Glendie Loranger expressed a lack of foundation and concerns about getting students to 

engage. Students often engage in puberty/development conversations, as an interesting, 

slightly uncomfortable topic. She expressed uncertainty about leading with this activity.  

 

Jessica Lucht wants to be sure we create a safe space for these conversations. 

 



October 16, 2019 HGD-CAC Meeting Minutes – pg. 3 
 

John Repsold questions lessons intent, stating it feels like we are dismantling gender 

stereotypes, but we didn’t talk terminology, gender roles in this lesson. He comments 

this lesson is only addressing two genders, and their gender norms. This is a big topic if 

the challenge to is to address all gender norms.  

 

Sarah Fincham says that with this more student led activity, if the students are 

interested in talking about non-binary genders, they will lead the conversation that way. 

Either way the discussion goes, the standard is still met.  

 

Alan Chatham comments that changing the language from ‘A boy/girl is…’ to ‘I think 

boys/girls are…’ would be helpful.   

 

Thomas Anderson comments that this activity starts by letting students build the 

framework it helps create that safe environment. Teachers know students will make 

missteps, but how does the teacher now guide the conversation? It may be helpful to 

provide additional teacher tools/resources on terminology and shifting thinking etc. 

 

Jason Soucinek would like to discuss what will be sent home to parents. Parents want to 

know that the teacher is knowledgeable and capable of leading the students while they 

explore the activity.  

Staff shares that the intent is to provide the parents with the teacher guide so that they 

can follow along, conversing before/after lessons as they feel appropriate. 

 

Jason Soucinek suggests making all grade levels available to parents, giving parents that 

resource will also help them at home.  

 

Sarah Fincham asks the committee to summarize needs for this lesson. She feels the last 

questions about how this impacts others is good conversation piece, but could be 

confusing, making her unsure about its effectiveness.  

 

Ian Sullivan suggests broadening the questions to ‘how would this feel if you didn’t fit a 

or b?’ 

Thomas Anderson expressed agreement with that change. 

 

John Repsold talks about how gender traits and gender roles are different and how that 

relates to this lesson.  

 

Nikki Lockwood makes note of an edit needed in the not about language. 

Staff seeks confirmation that the committee would like staff to rework gender roles and 

activity and bring back to the committee.  

Alana Chatham brings up the homework, which is also a binary activity. Would like to 

see more in the gender spectrum. Staff will change the language in the homework to fit 

with changes in lesson.  
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Healthy Relationships/Law (Day 2) 

Sarah Fincham asks about two WA law standards missing from this lesson. One just 

needs to be added in the list. Staff shared that they weren’t sure where the access to 

sexual health care standard would fit best. 

Kirsten Duncan comments understanding since 6th grade kids aren’t usually at the age 

where they have any rights.  

Jessica Lucht asks about creating a master list of resources to give students. 

Staff shares that they can create a master resource list to send home. The HS 

curriculum has resources embedded in lessons, but that age range has different 

needs/rights/access. 

Board member comments that creating a packet for students to use with this curriculum 

may serve a good purpose and give a place for that resource list to live.  

Committee agrees it is important students understand the legalities, would like staff to 

include chart with healthcare access information.  

 

Kristina Poffenroth states that she enjoyed the sexting article, and that it is not shaming 

and is fact based. 

 

Jason Soucinek has mixed feelings about the article. He appreciates the data but feels 

like it normalizes sexting and makes a case for abstinence not being the goal. The points 

are great, but there are things within this that he is concerned about, specifically that it 

is too mature for this age group. 

 

Sarah Fincham finds it factual, not confusing, can’t see how it’s harmful. 

John Repsol asks are we trying to cut down on sexting or just providing information?  

Staff shares that the activity that follows this concerns the law and consequences related 

to this type of behavior.  

 

Heather Beebe-Stevens likes the article from a parent perspective in how to help guide 

students, but this is out of a journal from researchers to researchers, and maybe for 

parents taking a deep dive. She is not sure if a 6th grader will absorb the information, 

wonders if there something better that will allow 6th graders to walk away understanding 

there are serious consequences, not just checking the box for completing the lesson.  

 

Kristen Duncan asks if group discussion following the article would be helpful.   

Heather Beebe-Stevens says no, still thinks it will only be a checkbox. 

Sarah Fincham feels that sexting is an interesting topic for kids, and they will engage.  

 

Jessica Lucht would like to see added notes about how students can respond if asked for 

a sext, commenting that it adds relevancy to the topic.  

 

Staff shares that in terms of putting real things in student hands this article isn’t too 

heavy, isn’t too childlike or adult, and shares that it has been hard to find material in 

that just right area.  
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Glendie Loranger suggests a tool or teacher instruction to help them navigate parts of the 

article that may be beyond student understanding. It should at least be on the teacher’s 

radar that they may have to help students navigate. 

 

Alan Chatham asks for an alternate activity to be proposed, for them to choose from.  

Thomas Anderson seeks to clarify the article issues, is the concern that it is too mature 

for age level? He expresses that he is good with article, especially with the conversations 

built around it.  

 

Jason Soucinek says that personally, as a 6th grader, he would have homed in on the two 

pieces that give him ‘permission’ and check the boxes that the work was done. He 

suggests using this article as a reference point for teachers, not giving to students.  

 

Jessica Lucht feels the content and reading level are age appropriate.  

Staff feels they can make adjustments and reframe in a way to suit the committee. They 

will bring back this lesson.  

 

Jessica Lucht comments on the case study involving Sophie and Aaron, feels the 

scenario reinforces toxic masculinity, would like to see some adjustment there. She also 

comments that the scenarios use names that aren’t quite gender neutral and she would 

like to see the names switched up.  

 

Healthy Relationships Communication Boundaries (Day 3) 

Alan Chatham likes the boundary confirmation, would like more emphasis on affirmative 

consent. He feels this reads more to don’t do this because it is illegal, not because you 

shouldn’t do it at all. 

 

Jessica Lucht suggests using yes means yes, rather than no means no.  

Glendie Loranger comments that she likes the order of these relationship lessons.  

Heather Beebe-Stevens would like to see an additional note that yes can change to no at 

any time.  

Kristina Poffenroth comments on how this lesson can tie back to the previous lesson on 

sexting. 

Jason Soucinek suggests adding, while talking rape/abuse, if this is a part of your story 

it is not your fault.  

Kristen Duncan suggests more inclusivity in the examples. 

 

Glendie Loranger asks about counselor availability during these lessons. Staff shares 

there are fewer counselors at this grade level, but they do intend to include them as done 

with previous grade levels.  

Committee member comments about equipping teachers with steps to take if a student 

shares sensitive information. 

Alan Chatham suggests also switching up the pronouns in this lesson. 

 

Sarah Fincham appreciates the non-sexual example and adding the sexual note, 

important concept of consent.  
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Glendie Loranger asks for a reminder for teachers to remind students, if this is you there 

are resources. 

 

Kristina Poffenroth states that when talking about assault she would like to see a 

mention that if someone is ignoring your boundaries it is okay to then move from 

assertive to aggressive communication.  

 

Reproductive Systems/Puberty/Development (Day 4) 

Sarah Fincham is wondering about activity 2 where it states, ‘unless fertilized, the egg 

leaves the body about two weeks later”. The egg starts to degrade quickly if not fertilized 

and she wonders if it is a bit confusing, leaving the thinking that there is a viable egg 

that entire time.  

 

Alan Chatham states that part isn’t included in the slide show used.  

 

Glendie Loranger thinks this should be the first lesson, including the social/emotional 

piece. 

Sarah Fincham worries about the internal groan for students. She knows they will do it 

anyway but found it refreshing to not start with that.  

 

Jessica Lucht asks on page 27, under number 2, change ‘her pelvis’ to ‘the pelvis’. 

 

Jason Soucinek comments that the aspects on page 31 apply to boundaries as well, 

wonders if there a way to tie that together. 

 

John Repsold asks for clarification around zygote to embryo, does it become an embryo 

once it divides? 

Kristen Duncan says no, there are multiple steps between zygote and embryo. 

John Repsold asks what that time frame is.  

Sarah Fincham said she would like to double check but believes the articles says nine 

weeks. 

 

Prevention (Day 5) 

Heather Beebe-Stevens asks staff to ensure we are using STI or STD, not both. 

John Repsold wonders if, while talking about contracting HIV, we should add getting 

stuck with a needle. Understands it is not common, but knows it is possible. 

Kristen Duncan states that SRHD has not seen HIV transfer from random needle stick in 

a very long time. 

 

Kristen Duncan would like to see some information around HIV medications that are 

available and effective at letting people HIV positive live a normal healthy life and prevent 

them from being a risk to others.  

 

Sarah Fincham comments that one of the parent resources in this lesson had that 

information and could possibly be used for student directed information. 
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Alan Chatham states that adding some local statistics, maybe in percentage, would be 

more relatable, less abstract. 

 

Jessica Lucht suggests a change to activity two, so the teacher isn’t reading a false 

statement. Research shows that further enforces the false statement. She can share 

some options with staff. 

 

Sarah Fincham believes the statements are medically accurate. She did note an omission 

in the third listed parent resource. It states HPV (genital warts) and does not touch on 

cancer relations which she understands to be the real concern with HPV. Otherwise it is 

a really good resource. There is still a lot to learn about HPV, suggests change to another 

resource, maybe CDC?  

 

Staff seeks clarification on order of materials to be delivered, and whether to move the 

puberty lesson. 

Jessica Lucht states she liked the order it was presented in today. 

Committee split about moving puberty to day one, staff will reshuffle a bit to find a good flow. 

Board member reminds the committee that their work is typically about adjustments of that 

type, and it could be addressed in future meetings. 

Staff shares they are not available for the November meeting, asking how the committee feels 

about coming back In January with revised G6 and draft G5 materials. 

Committee understands and agrees to cancel November meeting.  

 Next Regular Meeting: January 15, 2020, 1:00-3:00pm, SPS Boardrooms 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:16PM. Twelve voting members present including chair who presided 
over meeting.  

 

 

 


